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IN ESSENCE

courts” by “bring[ing] about decisions that work better for Americans.” He recommends judicial prag-

matism, which is premised on a
notion of common values and seeks
to make legal interpretations that are

purpose based, taking into account
how government actually works, not
just the words that are on the books.
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one percent of earners more than
doubled their share of income between 1976 and 2007, from nine to
24 percent. (To be in the top one percent in 2007, a family had to bring in
more than $398,900.) For the top 0.1
percent of earners, the concentration
was even more extreme: They quadrupled their share, from three to 12
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